
	  
	  
FROM THE EXCUTIVE DIRECTOR, Tom Hursey: It is that time of year. A brand new season. Time for 
your team to peak. This is the best time to be playing your best basketball. Hopefully you will get that one win 
that will improve your season. There will be 8 teams (boys & girls) that will win their last game and turn this 
season into one that will be remembered forever. The college coaches are hoping for a tourney bid and then a 
long run. No matter what your situation, I wish you all good luck in the tournaments. 
 As with all organizations, changes take place. In the last year we have had three longtime board 
members decide it was time to step down. Glen Bagnall has been on the BCAM board since the early days. He 
was instrumental in developing the BCAM Hall of Fame. He also served as chairman of the Hall of Fame since 
its inception in 1985. Next to “retire” from the Board is Mike Mack. Mike served as Executive Secretary for 
many years and also headed up the Girls’ Coach of the Year award. Mike was always willing to step up to the 
plate and do whatever was necessary to help BCAM. Finally, longtime Board member, Bill Shellenbarger, is 
stepping down after a long tenure on the Board of Directors. He has served BCAM well by always being willing 
to volunteer and help out. He has worked the Hospitality Room sign-in table for many years and most recently 
Bill has done an outstanding job as chairman of the Hall of Honor committee. On behalf of BCAM, I want to 
thank these three former coaches for all their years of service. 
        In the natural rotation of our presidents, Tim Reznich (Frankfort Girls Varsity) is finishing up his 3 year 
President’s duty. The Board has appointed Ramsey Nichols (Kalamazoo Central Boys Varsity) as President- 
Elect and he will join the board this spring. 
 Another major change in high school basketball in Michigan is the retirement of Mick McCabe at the 
Free Press. Mick has been one of the major supporters of high school basketball for over forty years. He was 
part of the Mr./Miss Basketball committee. Mick’s stepping down will bring about changes by BCAM and how 
we conduct the Mr./Miss Basketball award process.  
 BCAM now has two new Mr./Miss Basketball trophies courtesy of Meijer who paid for the duplicates. 
The new trophies will be on display at the new Hall of History in the renovated Breslin Center at MSU. We now 
have beautiful trophies on permanent display at both the University of Michigan AND Michigan State 
University. BCAM wants to thank the coaches and administrations at both schools for allowing these trophies 
to be showcased. 
 Finally, I want to express my pleasure in representing high school and college coaches in our state for 
the last 40 years. None of the “old timers” who were around at the beginning ever imagined that BCAM would 
grow to become the outstanding coaches association in the country that it has. I will continue to work hard at 
leading this organization into its 41st year.  

	  
	  

MEMBERSHIP	  SETS	  NEW	  MARK:	  	  BCAM	  membership	  for	  2016-‐17	  surpassed	  last	  year’s	  record	  totals.	  The	  new	  
membership	  total	  is	  5681!	  This	  crushes	  last	  year’s	  total	  of	  5410.	  BCAM	  has	  increased	  its	  membership	  for	  5	  straight	  
years.	  Since	  2007-‐08,	  the	  increase	  has	  been	  over	  2000	  new	  members.	  One	  of	  the	  main	  reasons	  for	  our	  success	  is	  the	  
SCHOOL	  SPECIAL	  that	  we	  offer.	  We	  have	  468	  schools	  (out	  of	  approximately	  750)	  that	  signed	  up	  with	  the	  School	  
Special	  this	  year.	  We	  have	  increased	  the	  number	  of	  School	  Specials	  five	  years	  in	  a	  row.	  In	  2007-‐08	  we	  had	  208	  S.S.	  
We	  believe	  that	  the	  schools	  see	  benefits	  for	  ALL	  their	  coaches	  to	  be	  members	  of	  BCAM.	  	  



MISS	  BASKETBALL/MR.	  BASKETBALL	  NOMINEES:	  The	  following	  are	  those	  players	  that	  the	  committees	  have	  deemed	  to	  
be	  the	  top	  senior	  players	  in	  the	  state,	  each	  player	  with	  the	  credentials	  to	  be	  Miss	  Basketball	  or	  Mr.	  Basketball.	  Bios	  and	  
highlight	  videos	  of	  each	  player	  will	  be	  available	  on	  the	  BCAM	  website:	  www.bcam.org	  .	  Ballots	  will	  be	  emailed	  soon.	  
(Mar	  1	  and	  Mar	  8).	  Only	  BCAM	  members	  who	  are	  currently	  coaching	  will	  receive	  ballots.	  If	  you	  don’t	  get	  yours	  on	  the	  
dates	  above,	  let	  amy@bcam.org	  know	  right	  away.	  
MISS	  BASKETBALL:	  	  
Deja	  Church,	  Southfield	  A&T	  
Kierra	  Fletcher,	  Warren	  Cousino	  
Kamaria	  McDaniel,	  Dearborn	  Heights	  Robichaud	  
Destiny	  Pitts,	  Birmingham	  Detroit	  Country	  Day	  
Jordan	  Walker,	  Muskegon	  Mona	  Shores	  
MR.	  BASKETBALL:	  
Jamal	  Cain,	  Detroit	  Cornerstone	  H	  &	  T	  
Greg	  Elliott,	  Detroit	  East	  English	  
Amauri	  Hardy,	  North	  Farmington	  
Isaiah	  Livers,	  Kalamazoo	  Central	  
Xavier	  Tillman,	  Grand	  Rapids	  Christian	  
Jason	  Whitens,	  Powers	  North	  Central	  

	  

TEAM	  FIRST	  AWARD:	  BCAM	   is	  adding	  a	  new	  award	  for	  schools	  to	  present	  at	  the	  end	  of	  the	  season.	  It	  is	  a	  
TEAM	  FIRST	  AWARD	  for	  one	  player	  on	  your	  team	  that	  exhibits	  a	  “team	  first”	  attitude.	  That	  player	  puts	  his/her	  
team	  before	  themselves	  with	  teamwork,	  commitment,	  service	  and	  sacrifice.	  Now	  that	  the	  season	  is	  winding	  
down,	  we	  will	  be	  asking	  each	  HIGH	  SCHOOL	  AND	  COLLEGE	  varsity	  team	  to	  send	  in	  the	  name	  of	  the	  one	  player	  
on	  your	  team	  that	  you	  would	  like	  to	  receive	  this	  certificate.	  Check	  the	  emails	  we	  send	  you	  for	  more	  details.	  	  
	  

	  

	  

END-‐OF-‐SEASON	  AWARD	  DEADLINES	  -‐	  Head	  Varsity	  HS	  and	  College	  Coaches	  -‐	  Clip	  and	  save	  the	  calendar	  below.	  
This	  is	  your	  guide	  for	  this	  season’s	  BCAM	  player	  award	  nomination	  deadlines.	  All	  nomination	  forms	  will	  be	  found	  at	  
our	  website	  under	  AWARDS.	  After	  EVERY	  submission,	  you	  will	  receive	  a	  confirmation	  email.	  ALWAYS	  be	  sure	  you	  
receive	  a	  confirmation,	  and	  SAVE	  these	  emails	  in	  case	  a	  discrepancy	  arises	  later.	  	  All	  deadlines	  are	  final.	  
Each	  award	  is	  explained	  in	  detail	  at	  our	  website:	  
	  http://www.bcam.org/content/bcams-‐hs-‐playerteam-‐awards-‐familiarize-‐yourself-‐criteria	  	  
	  

AWARD	   Nominations	  Begin	   Nomination	  Deadline	  
Team	  Academic	  All-‐State	   2/16/17	   4/1/17	  
Individual	  Academic	  All-‐State	   2/16/17	   4/1/17	  
Team	  First	  Award	  (HS	  and	  College)	   2/16/17	   4/1/17	  
BCAM’s	  BEST	  (all-‐state)	  Girls	   2/25/17	   3/10/17	  
BCAM’s	  BEST	  (all-‐state)	  Boys	   3/4/17	   3/17/17	  
Top	  Shooters	  Challenge	  -‐	  Girls	   2/25/17	   3/8/17	  
Top	  Shooters	  Challenge	  -‐	  Boys	   3/4/17	   3/15/17	  
Top	  Shooters	  Awards	  –	  Girls	  &	  Girls’	  Teams	   2/25/17	   4/1/17	  
Top	  Shooters	  Awards	  –	  Boys	  &	  Boys’	  Teams	   3/4/17	   4/1/17	  
College	  Academic/Athletic	  Team	  (College)	   2/16/17	   4/1/17	  

	  



HOSPITALITY ROOM AT BRESLIN:   IMPORTANT NOTICE: The Hospita l i ty  Room 
wil l  open at  the end of the Boys Class D Final  Game on Saturday,  March 25 around 11:30 AM. BCAM, 
along with the help of the MHSAA and Team Sports, will be hosting our annual Hospitality Room at the Breslin Center for 
BCAM members during the Boy’s State Finals. Bring your membership card to the BCAM table in the concourse to get 
your pass to the Hospitality Room. Members are allowed to bring in three guests (one free and two for $5 each). Please do 
not try to bring a group of players to this event. 

 

BCAM WANTS TO CONGRATULATE THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS FOR SURPASSING MILESTONES:	  
 
Don Palmer - Harland Girls Varsity, recently won his 900th game (Boys + Girls Varsity). 
 
Roy Johnston - Beaverton Boys Varsity recently broke the record for the most Boy's victories in Michigan state history 
http://www.ourmidland.com/sports/highschool/article/Beaverton-s-Johnston-on-the-brink-of-becoming-10892007.php  
 
The Powers North Central Boys Varsity team for breaking the Michigan state record for longest winning streak:     
http://www.ironmountaindailynews.com/sports/local-sports/2017/01/boys-basketball-north-central-sets-new-state-win-record/  
 
Chuck Suttles (Taylor Truman) for 25 years of coaching https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iSRYNnKKTUw 
 
Frank Orlando (Detroit Country Day) 50 years of coaching https://youtu.be/oy4MgbyiVqE 
 
Excellent job! You all make Michigan basketball look good. 
 

 
	  
 
 
 
 
 

SEEDING:	  	  Not	  a	  lot	  to	  report	  at	  this	  time.	  There	  is	  plenty	  of	  “behind	  the	  scenes”	  activity	  taking	  place	  as	  efforts	  are	  
being	  taken	  to	  prepare	  for	  a	  presentation	  at	  the	  May	  Representative	  Council	  meeting.	  You	  will	  be	  notified	  of	  any	  new	  
developments	  in	  the	  months	  to	  come.	  

BARON RINGS – THE RINGS OF BCAM: Baron Championship Rings is the manufacturer of the rings awarded each year 
to the BCAM Hall of Fame and made available for state champions and other awards, and they have recently made large 
strides in the basketball world! 

Baron has just created rings for both the 2016 USA Olympic Basketball Gold Medalists and the 2016 NBA Champion 
Cleveland Cavaliers over the past season!  Working with such high profile organizations like these speaks volumes about 
the quality and craftsmanship of their products, and their ability to produce some of the most elite designs in the industry.   
 
As part of our agreement, all BCAM teams will receive a free ring with any championship order they place with Baron. Just 
something to keep in mind when we get to playoff time. 
 
 Evan Matthews 

Partnership Account Manager 
Baron Championship Rings 
t: 1.519.979.1111 ext.115 | c: 1.519.977.4488 | f: 1.519.979.1134 
e: evan@baronrings.com | w: www.baronrings.com 
fb: www.facebook.com/baronrings | t: www.twitter.com/baronrings 

	  



 
	  

I	  Was	  There….	  	  Mitch	  Hubbard	  -‐	  Athletic	  Director	  -‐	  Reading	  High	  School	  –	  BOCCC	  Member	  
	   On	  a	  cold	  wintry	  night	  in	  February,	  I	  had	  the	  pleasure	  of	  witnessing	  a	  student	  athlete	  hit	  thirteen	  3	  
pointers	  in	  a	  single	  game!	  	  She	  ended	  the	  game	  shooting	  13	  of	  19	  from	  behind	  the	  arc.	  	  Nothing	  short	  of	  
amazing!	  	  With	  only	  a	  couple	  hundred	  people	  in	  the	  gym,	  not	  many	  witnessed	  firsthand	  the	  genuineness	  of	  
the	  feat.	  	  The	  player	  did	  not	  even	  start	  the	  game,	  in	  fact,	  she	  really	  only	  played	  half	  of	  it.	  	  She	  missed	  her	  first	  3	  
pointer	  of	  the	  game,	  an	  air	  ball	  I	  believe,	  and	  preceded	  to	  hit	  the	  next	  six	  3	  pointers	  in	  a	  row.	  	  By	  halftime	  she	  
was	  6	  of	  7	  from	  the	  arc.	  	  That	  in	  itself	  is	  a	  great	  game	  for	  anybody.	  	  The	  player	  did	  not	  start	  the	  2nd	  half	  either	  
but	  upon	  entering	  she	  picked	  up	  where	  she	  had	  left	  off	  by	  pouring	  in	  six	  more	  3	  pointers.	  Simply	  amazing	  to	  
say	  the	  least.	  
	   The	  game	  itself	  was	  not	  that	  exceptional	  for	  the	  fans.	  	  The	  winning	  team	  jumped	  out	  to	  a	  fast	  start	  and	  
never	  looked	  back.	  	  Their	  shots	  were	  falling,	  especially	  the	  3	  point	  ball,	  and	  their	  defense	  was	  tough.	  	  They	  
built	  on	  the	  lead	  every	  quarter	  and	  their	  sharp	  shooting	  continued	  throughout	  the	  game.	  	  During	  the	  game,	  I	  
picked	  up	  on	  the	  impact	  of	  cell	  phones	  in	  these	  modern	  times.	  	  Social	  media	  had	  caught	  wind	  of	  what	  was	  
going	  on	  and	  students	  were	  slowly	  arriving	  to	  witness	  what	  was	  happening.	  	  I	  heard	  phrases	  like,	  “I	  got	  here	  as	  
quick	  as	  I	  could”	  and	  “How	  many	  is	  she	  up	  to	  now?”	  You	  could	  see	  that	  the	  gym	  was	  not	  containing	  this	  hot	  
story	  and	  students	  wanted	  to	  see	  the	  little	  5’4”	  inch	  shooting	  guard	  possibly	  make	  history.	  
	   Her	  final	  stats	  were	  very	  impressive.	  	  15-‐21	  from	  the	  field,	  13-‐19	  from	  the	  3	  point	  line,	  1-‐1	  from	  the	  
foul	  line	  for	  a	  total	  of	  44	  points.	  	  She	  managed	  to	  grab	  four	  rebounds	  and	  even	  get	  an	  assist.	  	  What	  a	  great	  
performance.	  	  I	  am	  told	  the	  thirteen	  3	  pointers	  in	  a	  game	  matches	  the	  record.	  	  The	  44	  points	  in	  a	  game	  is	  a	  
record	  for	  that	  particular	  school	  too.	  	  	  
	   This	  night	  allowed	  me	  to	  forget	  about	  the	  issues	  we	  are	  facing	  with	  the	  game.	  I	  did	  not	  even	  think	  
about	  the	  shortage	  of	  referees,	  the	  lack	  of	  sportsmanship,	  and	  the	  decrease	  in	  participation	  that	  seem	  to	  be	  
happening	  throughout	  the	  state.	  I	  am	  so	  glad	  that	  I	  ventured	  out,	  on	  an	  off	  night	  to	  go	  to	  yet	  another	  
basketball	  game	  and	  witness	  in	  person	  this	  tremendous	  feat!	  	  I	  can’t	  quit	  smiling	  thinking	  about	  the	  
expressions	  of	  the	  entire	  team	  as	  this	  act	  was	  occurring.	  I	  can’t	  quit	  replaying	  the	  reactions	  I	  saw	  in	  the	  gym	  
from	  old	  and	  young	  people	  alike.	  	  Pure	  delight	  for	  this	  lifelong	  basketball	  fan	  to	  be	  able	  to	  say	  “I	  was	  there…	  
	  

MEET	  THE	  NEW	  BCAM	  PRESIDENT-‐ELECT,	  RAMSEY	  NICHOLS	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Coach	  Ramsey	  Nichols	  is	  the	  head	  boy’s	  basketball	  coach	  at	  Kalamazoo	  Central	  High	  School.	  Prior	  to	  
coming	  to	  Kalamazoo,	  Coach	  Nichols	  started	  his	  coaching	  career	  in	  Detroit	  where	  he	  coached	  middle	  school	  
boys	  from	  1994-‐2000	  and	  was	  an	  assistant	  coach	  at	  Schoolcraft	  Community	  College	  from	  1995-‐1996	  under	  
Hall	  of	  Fame	  coach	  Glen	  Donahue.	  Coach	  Nichols	  returned	  to	  his	  alma	  mater,	  Benton	  Harbor,	  in	  2000	  
where	  he	  posted	  a	  six	  year	  record	  of	  108-‐26.	  While	  at	  the	  helm	  at	  Benton	  Harbor,	  Coach	  Nichols	  coached	  
his	  2004-‐2005	  team	  to	  an	  undefeated	  regular	  season	  (20-‐0)	  and	  #1	  ranking	  in	  Class	  A	  for	  the	  state	  of	  
Michigan.	  He	  was	  named	  2005	  BCAM	  Overall	  and	  Class	  A	  Coach	  of	  the	  Year	  as	  well	  as	  Big	  16	  West	  Division	  
Coach	  of	  the	  Year	  in	  ’02,	  ’03,	  ’04,	  &	  ‘05.	  Some	  of	  Coach	  Nichols’	  most	  notable	  players	  are	  current	  Denver	  
Nugget	  &	  2005	  Michigan	  Mr.	  Basketball,	  Wilson	  Chandler,	  former	  Utah	  Jazz	  Robert	  Whaley,	  and	  current	  
Detroit	  Lion,	  Joique	  Bell.	  From	  2008-‐2012,	  Nichols	  coached	  at	  Jackson	  High	  School	  where	  he	  won	  district	  
titles	  in	  2011	  and	  2012.	  In	  the	  summers	  from	  2006-‐2008,	  Coach	  Nichols	  coached	  professionally	  with	  2	  time	  
world	  champion	  Elkhart	  Express	  of	  the	  International	  Basketball	  League.	  Coach	  Nichols	  played	  collegiately	  at	  
the	  University	  of	  Detroit	  from	  1989-‐1993.	  He	  was	  a	  three	  year	  starter	  and	  captain	  at	  Benton	  Harbor	  High	  
School,	  Academic	  All-‐State	  selection,	  and	  a	  Mr.	  Basketball	  candidate. 

Coach	  Nichols	  is	  currently	  a	  social	  studies	  teacher	  at	  Kalamazoo	  Central	  High	  School	  and	  is	  in	  his	  22nd	  
year	  as	  an	  educator.	  Coach	  Nichols	  is	  married	  to	  Cleather	  Nichols	  and	  has	  one	  daughter.	  



 
 
 
 
 
	  

	  
 

 

Redefining	  Winning,	  Talent,	  and	  Perspective	  in	  Basketball	  Coaching	  
	  by	  Dave	  Ginsberg,	  Secretary/Treasurer,	  NHSBCA	  	  
As a young coach my total focus was on winning, winning, and more winning! In recent years, as I wind down on my 
40+ years in our beautiful sport, I’ve redefined how I personally see the game, and more importantly how I coach my 
young people to embrace the responsibility of participating in it.  
 
First, what does winning mean to me NOW? Winning is the understanding of one’s status as a member of a team 
entrusted with playing the game properly. Being humble, unselfish, coachable, and competitive is winning. 
Understanding the academic and social responsibilities of being on a team representing a community is winning. 
Having the courage to be humble in victory and courageous in defeat is winning, as is the good sense to take 
responsibility for the treatment of teammates, officials, and those peers in the school that are always watching the 
behavior of those “blessed” with the opportunity to “run out on the court” on game nights! Hard work, sacrifice, and 
willingness to be coached are all winning characteristics. I find myself emphasizing these qualities today more than 
X’s & O’s. Plus, if these are done properly, the winning and losing of games usually takes care of itself anyway.  
 
Talent? Obviously we all understand that some are blessed with ability and a skill level superior to others. That’s a 
given. However, there is a word (”elite”) that has crept into our national vocabulary, and it is destroying the 
perspective of so many. I’m in my 40th year of coaching basketball and I’ve probably had the opportunity to work 
with 10-15 “elite” players. Five played in the NBA and a few others were probably good enough, but things just didn’t 
fall their way. WHERE DID ALL OF THESE “ELITE” ATHLETES COME FROM? Good genes? Ridiculous! Where 
are those players that are led into the park or their driveway and shown the merits of HARD WORK, being 
UNCOMFORTABLE, bouncing back from FAILURE & ADVERSITY? Every future NBA player I worked with had 
NO ADVANTAGES, no AAU or CLUB basketball experience, and they certainly were not tainted with the “elite” 
handle in their youth. They just rolled up their sleeves, got their fingernails dirty, and DID THE WORK! In the past, 
young people didn’t seek out ways to get exposure, they simply focused on “GETTING GOOD!” The best players on 
our teams need to be COACHED. They must understand their responsibilities AND the merits of getting his/her team 
to play at higher levels. Now THAT’s “talent!  
 
What is the “perspective” your players, school, and community have regarding what your team is actually trying to 
accomplish? How does everyone see your team? This is tricky—everyone sees what they see through their own eyes, 
and usually all of it is quite different. Just look at the complex environment and outlook of our most recent Presidential 
Election—incredible differences across the country. Coaches must be able to teach their “vision” of the basketball 
experience and its benefits. Student-athletes should be reflecting that vision each and every day (on, and more 
importantly OFF the court) by the way they play, conduct their business, remain humble, “give back,” function in their 
school and community, and demonstrate joy, passion, and responsibility as they “do their job” within the framework of 
the team! People that become familiar with your squad, attend games, pay attention, care, etc., should all see and feel 
your group’s perspective just by being in their presence. As a mentor of mine once said; “A great coach is one that 
knows where he’s going, how to get there, and then knows when he’s there!” Sound like YOU??? Keep the faith. 



Culture Not Control 

Coach Wooden created a culture in which team members paid attention to detail routinely yet he was 
not regarded as a control freak by the team. It ultimately was culture not constant controls that drove 
the behaviors. 
  
Culture is simply the consistent behaviors that a group of people have and are passed on from 
generation to generation. 
  
A good example of this was the way all of Coach Wooden’s UCLA teams kept their dressing rooms 
clean both at home and on the road without needing custodians or managers to pick up after them. 
Here are the steps Coach followed to create culture: 
  

1. Give the team members a clear detailed description of what is expected. In his 
book Practical Modern Basketball Coach shared what he told the players about his 
expectations for the dressing room: 

1. Assist the manager and Coaches in leaving our dressing and shower facilities in even 
better and cleaner condition then when we came. 

2. Be sure that showers are turned off, soap is properly racked, the toilets are flushed, 
the dressing fixtures are in the proper place and that there is no paper, tape, orange 
peels, or other refuse on the floor. 

3. Be sure you place your towel in the proper container or place. 
2. Hold team members accountable. Coach Wooden checked the locker room himself after 

every practice and game. 
3. Reinforce the desired behavior. Coach read the team letters he received from custodians at 

other schools thanking and complimenting them for the condition in which they left the locker 
room. 

4. The behavior is passed on from generation to generation. I worked for three of the four 
coaches that immediately followed Coach Wooden at UCLA. The tradition of clean it up/pick it 
up (the players cleaning up after themselves) continued. I continued the routine with fourteen 
years of youth basketball teams. 

  
Last year I ran into the Dad of one of my former players from a ten year old team I had coached. The 
young man is now in high school and his Dad said his son, Griffin, was taking a college level science 
class at Long Beach State. He continued to tell me that when he goes to pick Griffin up he always 
comes out ten minutes later than the other students. 
  
When he asked Griffin what was causing the delay he said: "You know Dad I always stay after class 
and make sure everything is picked up and put back where it belongs. Clean it up….pick it up." 
  
Griffin never met John Wooden but he was influenced by him. 
  
Who are you going to influence? How? 
  
Yours in Coaching, Craig Impelman,  
 www.woodenswisdom.com Twitter: @woodenswisdom 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 “We all naturally want to become successful... we also want to take shortcuts. And it's easy to 
do so, but you can never take away the effort of hard work and discipline and sacrifice.”― 
Apolo Ohno 
 
 “People of mediocre ability sometimes achieve outstanding success because they don't know 
when to quit. Most men succeed because they are determined to.”― George Allen, Sr. 
 
   “It is wise to direct your anger towards problems - not people; to focus your energies on 
answers - not excuses.”― William Arthur Ward 
 
“There is no dishonor in losing the race. There is only dishonor in not racing because you are 
afraid to lose.”― Garth Stein 


